


COOL  STEEL  This  system  was  mentioned  briefly  in
14/385 and details of the two sets that are known to have
been produced are now to hand. Most of the pieces are steel
with large holes, widely spaced, but the threaded parts are
plastic, and also the tools & wheels. COOL STEEL is only
known from the year 1995 and was made in China for the
MyKids company of Hong Kong and the U.S.A.

THE PARTS  The illustration of the parts in Fig.1 is taken
from the inside of the lid of the 178 set, with reference letters
added.  The  quantity  of  each  part  is  given,  with  the  125
values  added  as  ‘/x’  where  they  differ.  The  notes  below
explain points which may not be clear.
• The Spanner is 141mm long. The 2 lugs at the right end
look as if they might be intended to be used as a screwdriver
tip but are slightly too thick to enter the slot in the head of
the Bolt. The Screwdriver is 154mm o/a.
• The 5mm Ø handle of the  Handle Crank (a) is at about
33mm radius,  and the  boss  on  the  remote side  from the
handle has an octagonal recess to fit over the Nut.
• The Trunnion (b) is made from the (7h) Flat Trunnion, with
the bend line along the centre of the middle row of holes.
• The slotted holes in the Plates are 13.7mm long.
• One of the two  3*4h Plates (c) in the 178 set is actually
bent at 90° giving two 2*3h faces. The single part in the 125
set is this bent pattern.
• The different  Strips vary from 18.0 to 18.5mm wide; the
shorter  ones  are  (like  the  Plates)  .65mm  thick,  and  the
longer ones, 85mm.

• The  righthand 2*4h Plate (d) is very thin (.25mm) clear
plastic. Only one was found in the 178 set; the second in the
125 is in fact 3*4h, and both sizes are needed for the models
shown on the box.
• The  A/B (e) is the same width as the Strips, and its two
arms are similar, about 28mm long, with a round hole.
• The Road Wheel (f) is 68mm Ø, and 37mm wide. It is the
hollow type with no back and 5 webs to support the internal
boss.  The  centre  of  the  front  is  recessed  a  little  with  5
slightly raised ‘spokes’.
• The Pulley (g) is 49mm o.d, and 9mm wide, with webs, on
both sides of  the disc,  around the 5 (10mm) holes & the
circumference (forming the sides of the ‘V’).
• The Screwed Rods (h) are 70, 111, & 181mm long.
• Under the  Nut (i) is a blind  Acorn Nut (j), octagonal like
the N&B, with a 10mm wide oblong recess in the head to fit
the tip of the Screwdriver. The Bolt (k) has a similar recess
in the bottom of the slot. The Long Bolt,  used to hold the
parts together in the box, isn’t shown.
• The parts are accurately made from fairly soft steel, and
are well  finished apart  from a little non-sharp burr  here &
there. The paint scratches fairly easily though. With one or
two exceptions the colours of the different parts are as in
Fig.1 but some parts are also in a second colour to suit the
models’ colour schemes.

THE SETS  The parts  are packed in a styrofoam block,
with  the Strips,  & Plates,  held together by standard N&B,
plus 4 of the Long Bolts mentioned earlier. On the box it is
said that all of these N&B ‘may be discarded if you wish’, but
they  are  of  course  very  useful.  The  block  is  in  an  end-
opening box with  a transparent  top,  covered  by a hinged
flap. The 125 flap is shown below,  and the box is 43*29*
5cm. The 178 scales at 53cm long, and the top of its flap is
similar but the featured model is the one shown in OSN 14
(wrongly shown in the ad as a 125 model).

It appears from the Illustrated Parts that both sets include
all the different parts, but as already noted, the 178 has the
flat 3*4h Plate not in the 125. The 125 set to hand, probably
unused, actually contains 14 A/Bs, and an extra Trunnion.

As well as the company details on the bottom of the box
there are ‘©1995 The Design Center’, ‘Patent Pending’, and
(on the 125) ‘Item No.3352’.

THE MODELS  No manual is known for either set - for 
both the underside of the flap has a reasonable size photo of
each of the 6 models on its top. Apart from the ‘Blue Baron’ 
Biplane, the 125 models are a Chopper, a Moto-X Racer (a 
Motorcycle using the Pulleys as wheels), a Baja Buggy, and 
the Delta Wing & Hot Rodster [sic] on the facing page.

It is stated on the box that the target age group for the
sets is 4 to  7 year  olds.  The models should therefore be
fairly simple, and so they are, but it’s not easy to work out
from the photos exactly which parts are to be used where. A
plus is the N&B which go together easily and don’t tend to

Leading Particulars

Name  COOL STEEL

Country  Hong Kong/U.S.A.(but made in China).

Maker  MyKids Mfg. Co. Ltd., Hong Kong 5, Yuk Yat 
Steeet, 7th & 10th floor; & Wilson Industrial Building., To 
Kwa Wan, Kowloon, Hong Kong; also 16400 Ventura 
Blvd., Suite 337, Encino, CA 91436, U.S.A. The CE label 
has the Encino address and also John Crane Ltd., 
Northampton, NN3 5HT, England.

History  Boxes have ©1995 and the CE label on them. 
An American ad is known from 1995.

Hole dia.  9.8mm                         Hole pitch  32.0mm

Sets  125 Piece Dynamic Vehicle Set, & 178 piece 
Jumbo Vehicle Set.

Material/Finish  Most parts steel, variously painted in 
silver, green, blue, purple, & mustard. The threaded parts,
the Wheel & Pulley, and the Tools are plastic, in the same
colours except that yellow replaces mustard, and the 
Road Wheel is black.

Boss  No boss. Wheel bores are about 10mm Ø.

Fixing  Thread: 8.9mm o.d. by 2.3mm pitch (.35" x 11tpi).
Plastic N&B: octagonal Nuts 17mm A/F, 8mm deep; Bolts,
10½ & 33mm u/h, with slotted octagonal heads 17mm 
A/F, & 8 mm deep. Screwed Rods are used as axles with 
Wheels loose on, or nutted to them.

Axles  Screwed Rods.

DP  No Gears.

Motors  None.

Remarks  Said to be intended for 4-7 year old children.
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work loose. A minus is the small amount of metal outside the
holes, which makes it too easy to bend the parts across the
holes, especially the Strips. It is as well that no appreciable
bending of  the parts  is needed to  make the models.  The
Acorn Nuts are used on the ends of the axles as a neat way
of retaining the Wheel.

2 of the 6 models on the 178 box, the Biplane & the Moto-X,
seem to be the same as the 125 models; the others are the

Truck  in  OSN 14,  a  Formula 500 (Racing  Car),  a  Power
Lifter  (Fork Lift  Truck),  and the Earth Mover  below.  None
have any moving parts apart from the Wheels.

I thought I would try to make a mechanical model and
after several false starts, managed a Mechanical Hacksaw.
The only part suitable for the crankpin was the Long Bolt
from the packaging. I attempted to include a pulley drive with
the Pulleys mounted on Screwed Rods running in Strips. It
wasn’t  a success because adequate tension in the rubber
band belt made the Screwed Rods jam against the sides of
the holes, even when the Strips were doubled up.

THANK YOU to Kendrick Bisset for supplying details of the
178 Set.

PS  I forgot to mention a logo on the underside of the flap of both
boxes. It is a yellow ring on a green panel with the black silhouette
of a boy’s head & shoulders inside it. He has a spanner in hand &
wears a hard hat. Overlaid is a red band with ‘Whistling Dixie’ on it.
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